28                     ?HE HERITAGE OF KARNA1A&A

land and other property.1 Recent studies have revealed to
us how the Kannadiga was a cattle-breeder and shepherd
from very'ancient times and how that very profession led
him to be a warrior out of a strong impulse to protect his
estate from molestation. Of course, life all over the world
has passed through these stages of growth and it may be
said of any community that its early civilisation was
mainly pastoral or agricultural. Even today, the unsophisti-
cated Indian peasant is almost a prototype of his precursor
in the pre-historic period. The study of ancient Tamil by
Caldwell, which in fact served as a basis for the late
R. Narsimhacarya in his study of Kannada, has resulted
in a similar account of the pre-Aryan civilisation of the
Dravidians. " They were well acquainted with 'agriculture*
and delighted in 'war1. All the ordinary or necessary arts
of life, including 'spinning', 'weaving' and 'dyeing1 existed

vocabulary is sure to throw a good deal of light on the life
and the language of ancient Karnataka.
^
1 'uru' is derived by some from Tura' (Sk) and 'Vadi*
from 'Vatr or 'Vatika' (Sk). Though both 'Pura' and
*Vati' do mean "a dwelling", their most current meaning
is 'a city or a town' and 'a garden' respectively. The terms
'uru' and 'Vadi', which have their natural root-sense in
Kannada are more Dravidian than Sanskrit, though it is
true that the Prakrit form of 'Ura' from 'Pura' may have
got into certain words ^'Uragapura:- Uraiyura'). curu' and
Vadi mean, in Kannada^ any settlement or village, not
necessarily a town or city.